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T, ZOAREF, ZONFHEIZ—MORFEEL, FAROKRIZMAMEL 2V, £
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o IR AMOBI LA TIZVER WL, MR HHirTiEWvnivy,
NV OE) LIZAMOITHDOERBTHY, TOTHOTXTE—RRIZLT
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En somme, je retrouvais la a peu prés tout ce que j’avais possédé en dernier lieu. Mes
livres, amas bizarre de la science de tous les temps, histoire, voyages, religions, cabale,
astrologie, a réjouir les ombres de Pic de la Mirandole, du sage Meursius et de Nicolas
de Cusa, — la tour de Babel en deux cents volumes, — on m’avait laissé tout cela ! Il
y avait de quoi rendre fou un sage ; tichons qu’il y ait aussi de quol rendre sage un

15
fou.
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b, 22 (FETH 5T, 2F) Rulies 2581 5"

EEWz, WO TRVANANLLETH 5, FXLHFO/-DDRREH 2 TH
725, ZAMOERDP BB NNVOEPBEZZIENIT L E V), ZO5H
DEREDOIPIELTH S, BHEEHEANITEDDOTHY, »DoF72FHIRIC,
BANZBEHIZTLZEDEE, M2? ZLTHREZEND (NAXRV) ZO»)?
(& 505 HROEMOBWHFEED | PHEIRWIZ (FT) 2RLTWw5
LEZOLNDEDT, ZOKZIE, FUAZDOYRTEZIE, IXRTE2LETL
(TL7) THY, (BEE) 1ThiELRn s ATy Ly (ARL) 220 &
IWZ TV D TH D, E—T - Fv 5 - 3I5VF=5, BIF=a5 A -
JHF—RA, FLTATIVY TR, TOZNIZZD (BE) ~OFELTH 5
EEZbND, ¥—3 - FTvT7-3IF53VF=F, BIUF=a7Z - 7¥F—-X2
IZOoWTIE, MFE DI [—HIZ] WEto#iEeioTwad (ZdAang
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Motion Analysis of Women’s Judo Matches in the 2012 :
London Olympics by Weight Class

Yoko TANABE

ABSTRACT: The motions of women judo athletes employing judo
throwing techniques resulting in an ippon score at the 2012 London
Olympics were analyzed by six weight classes using video data. The
purpose of this study was to examine differences in the duration of kake
phase (throwing phase) by weight class. Video data were analyzed using
a software system based on OpenCV. The beginning and ending of the
kake phase were determined for throws resulting in an ippon score, and
then the duration of the kake phase was measured. Mean values and
standard deviation for kake durations were calculated for six weight
classes. No significant difference was found in kake duration by weight
class.

KEY WORDS: Women’s Judo, Throwing technique, Ippon, Kake.

INTRODUCTION

This study tested the hypothesis that the duration of the kake phase
(throwing phase) in a judo throw is longer in heavier weight classes than in
lighter classes. For this purpose, motion analysis of actual judo matches was

performed to investigate whether any difference actually exists. Various
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previous studies have used video to examine motions in judo, including
studies on judo throwing techniques, mathematical analyses of biomechanics
in judo, and studies on relations between judo and other sports. Imamura,
Hreljac, Escamilla, and Edwards (2006) investigated three-dimensional
analyses of the center of mass of thrown opponents in the harai goshi, seoi
nage, and osotogari throwing techniques. Blais, Trilles, and Lacouture (2007)
described joint dynamics and energy expenditure during the execution of
the morote seoi nage throw, using an ergometer with two force sensors
coupled with two force platforms, and six synchronized infrared cameras.
That study described modeling methods that are limited to the morote seoi
nage throw. Alfonso (2009) analyzed the most frequent mistakes related to
initially imbalanced movement in the execution of the uki goshi hip throw
by adults with no previous judo experience, and showed how the observed
errors provide Judo professionals with a useful support tool for teaching
inexperienced subjects. Sacripanti (1997) described a biomechanical theory
of judo competition, introducing a mathematical theory for all contest sports.
Some force techniques were introduced as a second-order ordinary

differential equation, using the uchi mata throw as an example.

Recently, judo coaches have used computerized performance analysis to
advise athletes after competition. Rosado, Mesquita, Breia, and Januério (2008)
appear suggested that the coach’s task is to present feedback for athletes.
Hassmann, Buchegger, Stollberg, Sever, and Sabo (2010) said that 3D motion
analysis provides more detailed findings in judo athlete performance. Raquel,
Javier, Emerson, Pedro, and Nemanja (2014) showed the effect of receiving a
penalty on the following positive actions of judo competitors. World-ranking
athletes use several technical and tactical skills in a judo contest (Marek,

Miroslaw, & Radoslaw, 2014), so studies examining motions in judo are more
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effective when they consider actual judo matches. Deterministic models are
useful tools for analyzing changes in movement and process through

improved knowledge (Chow, 2011).

There are three phases in a complete judo throw: kuzushi, tsukuri, and
kake. In the kuzushi phase, the thrower makes initial movements for taking
the opponent off balance (Figure 1). In the tsukuri phase, the thrower quickly
positions the opponent so that conditions are ready for the throw (Figure 2).
The thrower completes the throw in the kake phase (Figure 3). Blais et al.
(2007) showed that most energy exerted is during the tsukuri phase, when

the thrower is positioned under her opponent.

Figure 1: The kuzushi phase
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Throwing mechanics based on judo techniques are effective in the three
phases. Actions in the kuzushi phase unbalance the opponent in preparation
for a throw, and generally involve the body and arms (Kodokan, 2000). It can
be very difficult to make an opponent off balance, especially when the
opponent 1s resisting under match conditions. An attack may involve actions
intended to set up a different throw after disrupting the opponent’s balance,
so it 1s important to move quickly in this phase, to be ready for such an
action after disrupting the opponent’s balance and placing them in a
disadvantageous position. The thrower should be able to follow through with
the direction of the attack relatively easily, while retaining good balance for
a proper finish. Blaise et al. (2007) showed how such phase-linked movements
are determined at each joint, thereby defining motor skills employed in
throwing techniques. When an athlete gracefully throws the opponent down
in judo competition, the throw is awarded an ippon (“one full point”) score
(IJF, 2015). The criteria for an ippon score is that a throw is successfully
applied, with the opponent landing predominantly on her back with force

and speed.

METHODS

Video data provided by the All Japan Judo Federation were used to analyze
motions in throwing techniques in women’s judo at the 2012 London
Olympic Games. The analysis was limited to matches in which an ippon
score was awarded. Using the videos, Differences in duration of the kake
phase were statistically analyzed in six weight classes. Kake duration was
defined as the period of time between the beginning and ending time of

kake motion.
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PARTICIPANTS

Participants were winners of Judo matches in six weight classes in the 2012
London Olympic Games who were awarded an ippon. The weight classes
analyzed were under 48 kg, under 52 kg, under 57 kg, under 63 kg, under 70
kg, and under 78 kg. Weight category cutoffs of 48, 52, 57, 63, 70, and 78 form
a quadratic progression where the size of difference between each pair of
adjacent terms increases by 1. The objective of this study was to examine
whether there exist differences in kake duration among the six weight
classes. Note that while an over 78 kg weight class exists, it was not

included in this study because of its lack of an upper weight limit.

EQUIPMENT

Video data were used to examine motions in women’s judo. This data were
converted to AVI format using the XMedia Recode conversion tool. The video
resolution was 640 X 360 pixels, the aspect ratio was 16:9, and the frame rate
was 25 fps, so frame captures occurred every 0.04 s. Motion analysis was
performed using a software system based on OpenCV, an open source
library for computer vision and image processing developed by Intel
Corporation. This software system has functions for forward and backward
AVI data play, inverse play, fast-forward play, fast-rewind play, and frame-
by-frame play. The system can also take video snapshots during frame-by-

frame playback.

MEASURING KAKE DURATION

The start of the kake phase is defined as the time when either of the
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thrower’s feet moves forward to attack. The end of the kake phase is
defined as the time when the opponent’s back is inclined about 45 degrees
with respect to the floor by visual inspection. In this posture, it is impossible
for the opponent to recover her balance. The kake duration is defined as the
span of time between the start and end of the kake phase. The following
procedure was performed to measure the kake duration in seconds using
the software system:

1. Fast forward to an awarded ippon score.

2. Using the rewind function, find the frame in which the thrown opponent’s
posture was about 45 degrees with respect to the floor by visual
inspection, and record the frame number.

3. Using the rewind function, find the frame in which either foot of the
thrower begins move forward in the attack, and record the frame
number.

4. Calculate the difference between the frame numbers.

5. Evaluate the duration of the kake phase by multiplying the difference in

frame numbers by 0.04.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The mean and standard deviation of kake durations were statistically
analyzed in each weight class. The results are presented in Table 1.

There were 23 matches for the under 48 kg class. 3 matches were won by
ippon. The mean and standard deviation of kake duration for these 3
matches were 1.333 and 0.500 s, respectively. Among these 3 matches
68.26%, which were at least 2 matches’ of kake time were between 0.833 and
1.833 of a second.

There were 26 matches for the under 52 kg class. 7 matches were won by
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ippon. The mean and standard deviation of kake duration for these 7
matches were 1.314 and 0.493 s, respectively. Among these 7 matches
68.26%, which were at least 6 matches’ of kake time were between 0.76 and
1.782 of a second.
There were 27 matches for the under 57 kg class. 7 matches were won by
ippon. The mean and standard deviation of kake duration for these 7
matches were 1.440 and 0.656 s, respectively. Among these 7 matches
68.26%, which were at least 6 matches’ of kake time were between 0.946 and
1.522 of a second.
There were 26 matches for the under 63 kg class. 3 matches were won by
ippon. The mean and standard deviation of kake duration for these 3
matches were 1.733 and 1.097 s, respectively. Among these 3 matches
68.26%, which were at least 4 matches’ of kake time were between 1.034 and
2.292 of a second.

There were 25 matches for the under 70 kg class. 6 matches were won by
ippon. The mean and standard deviation of kake duration for these 6
matches were 1.340 and 0.534 s, respectively. Among these 6 matches
68.26%, which were at least 6 matches’ of kake time were between 1.097 and
1.919 of a second.

There were 24 matches for the under 78 kg class. 9 matches were won by
ippon. The mean and standard deviation of kake duration for these 9
matches were 1.476 and 0.669 s, respectively. Among these 9 matches

68.26%, which were at least 6 matches’ kake time were between 1.012 and

2.356 of a second.
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Table 1: Analysis of judo motions (time is measured in seconds)

Weight  |Mean kake |Standard distribution |Number of |[Number of Rate of ippon
class (kg) |duration (s) |of kake duration (s) |matches (s) |ippon scores (s) |scores (%)
48 1.333 0.500 23 3 13.04
52 1.314 0.493 26 7 26.92
57 1.440 0.656 27 7 25.93
63 1.733 1.097 26 3 11.53
70 1.340 0534 25 6 24.00
78 1476 0.669 24 9 37.50

From Table 1, differences in mean kake phase duration by weight class

might be arise from differences in weight and thus muscle power, but other

possible factors include differences in throwing technique and the

development of each match. Thus, correlations between kake duration and

weight class were investigated. In addition, any correlations between the

standard deviation of kake duration and weight class were investigated. To

do so, correlation coefficients and regression values were examined using the

values in Table 1. Table 2 shows the results.

Table 2: Correlation coefficient and regression coefficient

Between me
duration and
class

an kake
weight
(s)

Between standard distribution of
kake duration and weight class

(s)

Between rate of ippon
scores and weight class

(s)

Correlation
coefficient

0.3160

0.2700

0.5760

Regression
coefficient

0.0044

0.0055

0.1110

The correlation coefficients and results of regression analysis presented in

Table 2 indicate no relation between weight class and mean kake duration,

standard deviation of kake duration, or rate of ippon scores.
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CONCLUSION

This paper presented an analysis of motions involved in judo throwing
techniques performed by women in the 2012 Olympics using video data
provided by the All Japan Judo Federation. Videos were limited to matches
in which ippon scores were awarded.

The number of matches and the mean and standard deviation of kake
durations were described in six weight classes, and differences in kake
durations were analyzed in each weight class. Regression analyses indicated
no relation between means or standard deviations for kake durations or the

rate of ippon scores among the weight classes.
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Nagasawa Kanaye: The Spiritual Life of

California’s Japanese Wine Pioneer

Thomas Lockley

Abstract

In 1867, a young Japanese man, Nagasawa Kanaye (K#4), joined the
charismatic American Thomas Lake Harris’ sect called “The Brotherhood of
the New Life” Harris’ teachings were originally inspired by the eighteenth-
century Swedish Lutheran mystic, Emanuel Swedenborg, but later drew on
a variety of religious and spiritual influences from around the world,
including Japan. Harris went out of his way to attract Japanese men to his
American communities and the most loyal, Nagasawa, eventually became his
leading disciple and acknowledged heir. Nagasawa’s spiritual involvement
with Harris has traditionally been played down in favor of his status as a
Californian wine guru and pioneering Japanese immigrant. This study,
however, analyzing personal diaries and correspondence, attempts to
uncover how a young samurai, raised to despise Christianity, became Harris’
leading follower. It sheds new light on Nagasawa’s religious side and what
exactly his membership and eventual leadership of “The Brotherhood of the

New Life’ meant to him and other Harris disciples.
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1. Introduction

The British-born American, Thomas Lake Harris (1823-1906), founded a
series of Christian communities in mid-nineteenth-century America, from
New York State to California. The last and most enduring of these were
under the aegis of ‘The Brotherhood of the New Life’ (hereafter, the
Brotherhood), which Harris founded in the early 1860s. The Brotherhood
combined aspects of Harris’s earlier American interests with themes from
Eastern philosophies and religions - from India, China, Japan and beyond.
Strikingly, Harris and his movement sought out Japanese converts to join
their American communities, initially not in Japan, but in Britain. The most
significant such convert for the Brotherhood was Nagasawa Kanaye (1852-
1934), who was partly educated in Scotland, and eventually became Harris’s
leading disciple and acknowledged heir in America.'

There has been little scholarly attention dedicated to Nagasawa’s own
life or the implications of his religious views and communal experience. He
has been noticed among a group of Japanese students from the Satsuma
Domain who came to Britain in the 186082, as well as among advocates for
Japanese emigration to west-coast America in the early 20" century, and
most prominently among pioneers of California viticulture.® * Much of this
work is more journalistic that academic in tone and glosses over how
Nagasawa’s formative years in Japan and his British sojourn linked to his life
in America. Furthermore, such studies evince views identified by Edward
Said as ‘orientalism’ - typically a romanticizing of aspects of Nagasawa’s
eastern backglround.5 No study of Nagasawa has ever taken his communal
religion or beliefs seriously, commonly playing down his involvement in the
Brotherhood, and often simply portraying him as a naive follower of Harris.

However, as Nagasawa’s educational attainment in Japan and Scotland and
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his business success in the USA suggests, besides his personal diaries and
correspondence, it is unlikely that such an intelligent, and evidently
thoughtful man was either Harris’s dupe, or personally uncommitted to
Harris’s communal cause.

This article explores Nagasawa’s religious activities and in doing so,
attempts to answer perhaps the central historical question of Nagasawa’s
extraordinary life: how did an upper-class Japanese boy, brought up to doubt
religion in general and Christianity in particular, become the leader of a
‘theo-socialist’, millennial Christian sect? An answer is sought through
reconsidering both the Japanese religious and social context in which
Nagasawa was brought up, and the trans-Atlantic context in which he was
exposed first to Protestant Christianity, then to Thomas Lake Harris’s
distinctive form of religious communalism. Surviving evidence from
Nagasawa’s American communal career, including his diaries, are re-

analyzed in light of this global perspective.

2. Japanese roots

Nagasawa Kanaye was born Isonaga Hikosuke (#%&Z#fi), a mid-ranking
samurai of the Satsuma Domain, in 1852.° The Satsuma controlled the very
southern reaches of the Japanese isles, southern Kyushu and the archipelago
stretching down towards Taiwan, the then Kingdom of Ryukyu (now
Okinawa Prefecture). The ruling family was the Shimazu (&#IX), who, due to
having backed the wrong side in the Battle of Sekigahara in 1600, were
largely excluded from central power, which was exercised by the Tokugawa
clan (#8)I11X%) from Edo (now Tokyo). However, because of their international
trade wealth and strategic position, the Shimazu were left largely to their
own devices and even allowed to occupy the Ryukyu Kingdom as a de-facto

colony, exploiting it for trade and knowledge of the outside world.
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Since 1635, the Tokugawa had legally barred most international travel,
and the few thousand foreign residents in Japan were generally allowed
little local contact without special permission. Despite this, a large import/
export trade in products and commodities was continued, and also ideas
through Chinese writings and Dutch-language copies of European works. By
virtue of their Ryukyu colony, the Satsuma were the only clan, other than
the Tokugawa, with direct and extensive trade links to the wider world.”
As Occidental sea power, seeking whaling grounds and coaling stations,
came ever closer to Japanese waters in the mid nineteenth century, the
Satsuma Domain formed ambitious yet illegal plans for expanded trade,
rearmament, educational reform and industrialization.®

An early plan to send students secretly to Europe was formed in the
1850s, but this was shelved until a conflict with the Royal Navy in 1863 gave
the idea new impetus.g In 1864, Satsuma founded a school of Western
Studies, the kaiseijo, with Isonaga Hikosuke an inaugural pupil. Born into a
family of scholars, of both European and Confucian learning,10 the young
Hikosuke reportedly memorised the Four Books and Five Classics of
Confucius as a boy, and was introduced to Japanese translations of European
works from an early age.11 His studies at the kaiseijo included gunnery,
astronomy, geography, mathematics, navigation, shipbuilding, physics,
chemistry and medicine, but his specialism was English.12 Among his
teachers was Nakahama Manjiro (F&J7KEF) - a central figure in helping
Japan come to terms with the new world order it encountered in this
period.13 Nakahama was a castaway fisherman, who had been rescued by an
American ship and subsequently educated in New England before signing
up on whaling voyages and eventually joining the California gold rush. He
returned to Japan, via Hawaii and Ryukyu, in 1851, helped the Satsuma and

Tokugawa found modern shipbuilding industries and became an English
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teacher and interpreter.14

By 1865, the Satsuma Domain had resumed their project to send
students to study at the heart of what was then the world’s most powerful
empire: Great Britain.'” As an intelligent, well-read boy, Isonaga Hikosuke
was a natural choice for this mission, and the youngest of those selected. He
was reportedly filled with joy and excitement upon receiving his orders to
sail'® He and the other students, with suitable chaperones, were eventually
smuggled out of the country by Thomas Glover - a Scottish merchant based
in Nagasaki who would later help to found both Mitsubishi and the Kirin
Brewery corporations among other major commercial ventures.| The party
took ship for Hong Kong on 16 April 1865. To protect themselves and their
families from possible legal repercussions, they all assumed aliases; Isonaga
Hikosuke had the name of Nagasawa Kanaye bestowed upon him by his
lord.

Nagasawa would have left Japan with a distinctive collection of social
and religious ideas inherited from his upbringing and cultural environment.
Social relations and the moral environment in Japan of this time were
dominated by Confucianism, which strives for a harmonious society through
regulating human relations and encouraging personal moral goodness. This
i1s achieved through benevolence to others, observing proper ritual, and
study. Obedience, deference and respect for authority are learned, and
benevolence towards the young and weak directed. Families venerate their
ancestors and preserve the family name for future generations. While
Confucianism rejects divinity, it recognizes earthly, spiritual and celestial
realms.

From the eighteenth century, the Edo government legally enforced
‘Neo-Confucianism,” instigating a movement called kokugaku (national study)

which rejected ‘foreign’ practices such as Buddhism, in favour of supposedly
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‘pure’ Japanese ways, such as the ancient practices and mythology now
referred to as Shinto - commonly translated as ‘Way of the Gods’."® The
kokugaku movement attacked any fusion with Buddhist practices,
encouraging several clans to persecute Buddhism (though the Satsuma were
not among them until after 186819), and by the mid-nineteenth century new
spiritual and communal movements with Shinto flavours such as
Kurozumikyo and Tenrikyo had arisen. Kokugaku nevertheless remained a
minority philosophy, and temples continued to house Buddhas alongside
Shinto kami - often translated as ‘gods,’ but in fact closer in feeling to the
European concept of nymphs, dryads or shades. Ancient practices
encouraging cleanliness, avoidance of impurity, order, harmony and strict
ritual observance had fused with Japanese Buddhism and daily life
practices.20

The third major moral system present in Nagasawa’s youth was
bushido - ‘the way of the warrior” Samurai were taught to revere and
strive for wisdom, benevolence, and courage. A samurai boy would have
been brought up in Spartan conditions, learning calligraphy, ethics, literature,
history and various martial arts, distaining both luxury and money. As the
prominent Japanese educationalist and scholar Nitobe Inazo (Hr i )7 Hii 1)
recognized, even in 1908 bushido remained “a living object of power and
beauty among us”; it “scents the moral atmosphere”, just as it would have
done half a century earlier, during Nagasawa’s childhood?”" #

The one belief system that would decidedly not have been present in
Nagasawa’s world was Christianity, which had been illegal on pain of death
in Japan for over two hundred years. The Jesuits had enjoyed great success
in the sixteenth century, but their political maneuvering led the government
to suspect ulterior motives, and in the early seventeenth century numerous

rounds of persecution wiped Catholicism from Japan. Even in Nagasawa’s
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time, throughout the country, at regular intervals on roads and in strategic
locations, injunctions against the ‘false teachings’ were prominently displayed
and any suspected Christian was immediately arrested. In the Satsuma
Domain legal code, Christianity, along with the Buddhist Ikko sect, was
specifically prohibited with punishments to be expected also noted. Only in
the 1860s, once the first Japanese travellers to Europe and North America
began to connect Protestant Christianity to industrial and social progress,
did some convert, or at least profess admiration for such exotic and strange

western beliefs.

3. Nagasawa in Britain

The Satsuma party arrived in London on 21 June 1865 and most of them
enrolled at University College, London - then the only secular higher
education institution in England (Oxford and Cambridge still required
subscription to the doctrines of the Church of England to claim a degree). Nagasawa,
aged thirteen, was too young to enter university, but, after two months
English study in London, went to stay with Thomas Glover’s family in
Aberdeen, on the east coast of Scotland. By his arrival in Aberdeen, he was
reportedly already fluent in English, and soon picked up a Scottish accent
although he sometimes had problems with the local dialect”® From this date,
he appears to have spoken and written mainly in English. In the Glover
household Nagasawa was treated as a member of the family and even when
he got in trouble for fighting with a local boy who had thrown a potato at
him, Mary, his host mother, comforted him and praised him for beating the
potato thrower.”

Aberdeen in 1865 was in the middle of a rapid transition from small,
isolated northern community into an attractively-built, prosperous, ever-

growing, internationally connected harbor city and maritime industrial



48 B 3 s

powerhouse. As such, it would have been quite a cosmopolitan place with
sailors and merchants from far and wide.”” There were even Japanese
visitors inspecting ships ordered through Thomas Glover, though these were
officials connected to the Tokugawa family, so Nagasawa had to remain
incognito.26

Nagasawa was enrolled in the Chanonry House School, an institution
founded in 1847. The school was intended to provide a more modern and
comprehensive curriculum than the historic grammar schools. Drawing
lessons from the modernised Gymnasium model of secondary schooling in
Germany, Chanonry House was often referred to as the ‘Gym’.27 By
Nagasawa’s time, most Scottish graduates, including Thomas Glover, sought
their fortunes abroad or joined the colonial civil service. The school also
attracted many overseas students - principally the sons of British colonial
settlers. During its history, one other Japanese pupil is recorded, along with
several Indians and a handful of continental Europeans and North
Americans. Conditions at the school were very austere, with hardly any
bathing facilities, and a principal diet of porridge, oatcakes and bread, with
one meat dish of doubtful quality at midday, and perhaps some dried
haddock (a white fish) in the evening as a treat”

One former pupil of the period recalled that religion was more “a
burden we had to bear” than a subject taken seriously by the students.”
However, the principal and founder, the Reverend. Dr. Alexander Anderson,
most certainly did take religion seriously, and by today’s standards, and
compared to Nagasawa’s upbringing, the Christian component of the
curriculum was considerable. The school he oversaw included twice-daily
prayers, and an extensive prayer meeting on Thursday evenings, with
psalms and bible readings. Students were required to attend a church of the

their own choice in Aberdeen on Sunday mornings, and attend the school
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chapel on Sunday evenings. Notes were taken on both Sunday sermons,
which were then collected by Anderson to ensure that students had paid
attention.”

It was at school, and in Aberdeen more generally, that Nagasawa
acquired his first full experience of Christianity, and a severe Protestant
varlety at that. Prior to his arrival in Aberdeen, Nagasawa appears to have
remained in the care of the Satsuma escorts in London, who would certainly
have forbidden Christian activities. Little or no evidence survives of
Nagasawa’s earliest personal response to the Christian doctrines preached
around him. Like others he may have only paid lip service to the religious
duties to avoid punishment, but later evidence which suggests Nagasawa
kept up the practice of note-taking in sermons in his American communities
may indicate a formative experience in his Scottish schooling.

Nagasawa studied Latin and Greek but also - uncommonly for the era -
extensive mathematics, science (including geology and astronomy), geography,
French and German. The school was notable for encouraging what would
now be termed ‘critical thinking,’ as opposed to the cramming approach
prevalent in Scotland at the time.”" The educators were all Scottish, except
for the languages teacher - a German of French origin called Pedro Dusar.
The school prospectus of 1855 noted that Dusar had “the rare qualification in
a foreigner, of being an admirable Disciplinarian”.32 As this pejorative
comment shows, Nagasawa would have contended with an atmosphere of
distrust and jingoism as a foreigner. Despite this, the school record noted:
“the boy from Japan carried everything before him in his classes”™ and his
rank at the top of his class each year for various subjects was even reported
in the local newspaper.34

The Satsuma students had been in Britain little more than a year when

the clouds of civil war appeared over Japan. The Boshin War’s purported
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aim would be to restore the Emperor to power and end the 700-year
Shogunal usurpation. While the Emperor Meiji would ostensibly be made
head of state, the country would eventually come to be governed by a
European-style oligarchy and administration, some of whose members
numbered among the Satsuma students. As a result of the build up to, and
successful prosecution of, the war the Satsuma Domain could no longer
afford to support its students in Britain, leaving them with a difficult choice
- either go home to fight or continue their studies without clan financial
support. Ten of the party elected to return in late 1866 and early 1867, but
nine chose to stay. It was at this point that several of the students were
introduced by Thomas Glover to Laurence Oliphant (1829-1888), a Scottish
aristocrat, travel writer, diplomat, British Member of Parliament and
follower of Thomas Lake Harris.

Oliphant had been a member of one of the first British legations to
Japan in the late 1850s, and was briefly, in 1861, a junior member of the
permanent diplomatic staff in Edo, a position which was cut short by a
renegade samurai’s assassination attempt in which he was seriously injured.
Despite this, he conceived a love for the country, and wrote that Japan
enchanted him. Between these postings, in 1860, Oliphant and his mother,
Lady Maria Oliphant, had met Thomas Lake Harris in London. Interested in
Harris’s teachings, they were not permitted to join the Brotherhood
community immediately, as Laurence retained his diplomatic position, then
secured a parliamentary seat in 1865.%

During 1866, Oliphant befriended numerous Japanese men in London,
but the Satsuma party in particular. Oliphant took the London-based
students under his wing, personally educating them about international
affairs, and arranging extensions of their education in other areas. In time, he

even supported some financially after they chose not to return to Japan.
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Nagasawa was among those who decided to remain, and when, as a group,
they asked Oliphant for advice about future directions, he suggested that
they make the journey to New York State where he knew that Harris was
interested in recruiting Japanese followers. Two of the students, Sameshima
Naonobu (& & i15) and Yoshida Kiyonari (FHiEK) accompanied Oliphant
to New York in 1866. Their meeting with Harris moved them deeply, both
men said they had “physically felt God’s presence inside them.”® On this
visit, Oliphant requested Harris’s permission to join the community, but was
refused again on the grounds that he was not yet spiritually advanced
enough.

The following year, in April 1867, Harris himself visited Europe,
including the Paris Exposition. This time, Oliphant introduced him to a
further six of the Satsuma students, including Nagasawa. In August,
Oliphant, at last granted permission to join the Brotherhood, resigned his
seat in parliament to join the new Brocton community, and Nagasawa and
five other of the Satsuma students joined him, as did Oliphant’s mother in
1868.”

4. The Brotherhood of the New Life

To understand Nagasawa’s spiritual life, it is necessary to look at Thomas
Lake Harris, Nagasawa’s self-proclaimed spiritual ‘father’ and his works.
Harris first emigrated from Britain to the eastern United States with his
parents, aged five, in 1828. He became minister at the Fourth Universalist
Church in New York in 1844. By 1850, Harris had become involved with
Emanuel Swedenborg’s writings and gathered his own followers to form the
Mountain Cove community between 1851 and 1853. Swedenborgism held
that there were three levels of reality: physical, spiritual, and celestial. He

claimed through ‘spiritual sight’ that there were hidden correspondences
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between these levels, so that realities in heaven would come to be realities in
the physical and spiritual realms - or earth would become like heaven,
realizing the millennial new Jerusalem. Swedenborg further claimed to be
able to hear the voices of angels, or of dead souls who became spirits in the
higher spheres.38

In 1857, Harris claimed to have received divine revelations enabling him
to commune directly with God through ‘internal respiration’.39 He
subsequently embarked on an extensive lecture tour of Britain from 1858 to
1860, spending a whole year in Glasgow, where he cultivated his first
Brotherhood followers. Sometime in 1860, Harris returned to New York State
and founded the first Brotherhood community at Amenia, Dutchess County,
close to the Connecticut border. In 1867, due to community expansion, the
Brotherhood moved four hundred miles west to Brocton on Lake Erie.”

Harris defined the Brotherhood’s mission in millennial terms, being
nothing less than “the organic restoration of the nobler multitudes of the
Earth’s aged and almost exhausted race”. He proclaimed himself the “pivotal
personality” in whom the cosmic forces of good and evil would battle to
facilitate the New Life on earth in the age to come.”

Suitably enlightened individuals were also able to discover, like Harris,
the secret of internal respiration, breathing the very essence of the Holy
Spirit within themselves. This was thanks to a kind of spirit - which Harris
termed ‘fays’ or fairies - who came directly from the “the bosom of the
Divine Mother, to mitigate to the utmost possible degree all our afflictions”.®
Their place in the world was to purify it and work towards a utopian New
Life. Brotherhood members were honoured with fay names, ostensibly given
by the fairies themselves through communication to Harris.

Harris held that the ‘Divine Mother’ from whence these fairies came

was an aspect of a “Boundless, Invisible, Incomprehensible, Eternal” God,
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both male and female, personified in the being of a unisex ‘]esus-Yessa’.44 As
Harris developed these ideas he became increasingly interested in eastern
religions which embraced similar concepts. Harris began to posit that there
was a universal world religion which had become fractured and distorted
since ancient times. He set out his ideas concerning universality (within the
framework of Christ as the ultimate saviour) in a series of volumes which began
with the 1867 treatise, The Breath of God Within Man: An Essay on the
Grounds and Evidences of Universal R(»:'ligion.45 In this work, Harris cited
the prophet Mohammed, the Buddha, and many other religious teachers and
scriptures. W.P. Swainson, a follower and author of several works on Harris,
described his teachings as a “kind of nexus between Western or Christian
thought and belief ... and Eastern thought and belief as these have come
down to us through the ages.”46

A God who is both male and female, a “One-Twain-Mother-Father-God”,
had no need of sexual union so Harris taught that celibacy brought
humanity closer to the divine state, and appears to have remained celibate
himself for at least the final fifty years of his life, even when married. In
Harris’s communities, women and men were housed separately. That few if
any children were born to community members testifies that his followers
seemingly took his teaching on sexual abstinence to heart," as Nagasawa
also seems to have.

From this male and female God, Harris taught that a trinity of forces
emanated - creative, preservative and dissolvent. Swainson found it difficult
by his own admission to put this teaching into words, but tried to describe it
as symbolising the creation, ripening, and destruction of worlds, implying
everything is impermanent and continually changing.48 This included the
human soul, which Harris held went through a form of continuous

reincarnation until it reached a suitably enlightened state and became an
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angel; teachings that show evident Buddhist, Hindu and Swedenborgian
influences. In time, Harris noted further similarities with Japanese religions,
particularly Shinto, which Harris understood to be the worship of ‘“The
Divine Mother’ - Amaterasu Omikami, the goddess of the sun and
universe.” His long-time disciple and biographer, Arthur Cuthbert,

characterised Harris’s views as follows:

For this Divine Feminine is the great transforming power. She is the
‘Holy Ghost.” From Her, in unison with the divine bridegroom whom her
bosom velils, flows forth the whole blessed host of the Fays, who at this
day are flocking into the bodies of all who truly love and worship Her,
to restore the old physical ruins, where Death at present prevails, and in
the midst of these ruins to lay the foundation of the new body that shall

) 50
never die ...

From his reading in accounts of Japanese religions, Harris came to believe
that the Japanese people, particularly their aristocracy, were already highly
advanced in spiritual terms, and from this stemmed his interest in recruiting

.. 51
Japanese disciples.

4.1 Interest in Japan

Harris’s interest in Japan in the 1860s was indicative of a wider fascination
of the time. Japan’s centuries of self-imposed seclusion from much occidental
contact and influence had been steadily eroding in the early 19" century,
and was eventually formally ended by the ‘gunboat diplomacy’ of the
American navy in the 1850s. Further pressure from other European powers
interested in opening the country to trade and missionary influence followed

suit. In July 1867, Harris wrote an unpublished essay entitled ‘Japan: How a
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Nation May Enter the Divine Path’ claiming to have solved the ‘problem of
Japanﬂ&iHe predicted that an enlightened lord, influenced by Harris’s
prospective disciples, would establish a military college to train a Japanese
Divine Army, and his teachings would make Japan an ‘open breathing
people.

In his belief that Japan was ripe for spiritual change, Harris was not
alone. For example, in 1858 the Anglican William Jones Boone, Bishop of
Shanghai, wrote to the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in America of the high “prospect of the field” compared with China,
recommending that missions to Japan be established as soon as possﬂﬂeé3
Other Protestant churches were also eager to start work, though these early
evangelical hopes would never be fulfilled, as subsequent Japanese converts
to Christianity were predominantly those who travelled or settled overseas -
like Nagasawa Kanaye.54

Beyond the treaty ports, Japan would remain difficult for Americans
and other westerners to access for some decades. One of the easiest places
for Harris and the Brotherhood to find appropriate candidates, therefore,
was Britain, as hundreds of young Japanese students were being sent to
study there - initially, principally to learn the military, science and
engineering subjects that seemed to underpin imperial Britain’s military and
commercial advantage over much of the rest of the world. From the late
1860s, Harris used his British followers as scouts for potential Japanese
converts, and offered to pay the trans-Atlantic passage of any recruits. He
also planned to build a school, in the hope that it would make the Brocton
community more attractive to any Japanese students who were preparing to
enter American educational institutions, although this plan was never

realised.
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4.2 The Use

Communal life in the Brotherhood - referred to as “The Use’ - was hard
work. Despite the elite social origins of many of Harris’s adherents, they
were expected to donate their worldly goods to the community and toil
without pay in community enterprises like common labourers. Laurence
Oliphant experienced his first days in the Use thus: “he was sent to sleep in
a large loft containing only empty orange-boxes and one mattress [...] His
earliest work was clearing out a large cattle-shed or stable.”™

Harris explained this as a leveling of social distinctions; life was to be
dedicated to the service of the Brotherhood, every member filling the
position in the body politic for which he or she was most fitted.® Harris
believed that work should not be measured by material productivity, but by
the degree of dedication accorded it. The level of dedication was the extent
of a person’s spirituality.57 Harris’s Use was to commune with the divine and
celestial, and his adherents referred to him as ‘Father,” ‘Faithful, or ‘Primate’.
The Use demanded absolute obedience to Harris, supporting his spiritual
and material kingship of the community.58 In time, Harris would be
described by some as a tyrant;59 however, there were many followers, among
them Nagasawa, who gladly engaged in the Use for many years, working
towards the New Life with dedication and patience.

Wishing to find more solitude and an agreeable climate, Harris decided
to develop a second community in Santa Rosa, California, north of San
Francisco.” In 1875, Harris and several of his most devoted disciples,
including Nagasawa, moved to California to develop the new community as a
slice of Eden, naming it Fountaingrove after the abundance of springs in the
Vicinity.61 Its first five years were spent as a dairy farm, but soon vineyards,
an orchard, stables, a printing press and extensive living quarters were

added. The women lived in a building called ‘the Familstry’ and the men in
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‘the Commandery’. Harris had his own luxurious mansion, ‘Aestivossa’, which
he filled with California’s then largest library and valuable works of art
donated by wealthy disciples, all set within a beautifully landscaped botanical
garden. The Eden like aura of the place was intended to aid direct elevation
to the celestial sphere when the promised New Harmonic Civilization came
into being.62

At Fountaingrove, Harris largely retired from public life, spending his
time in spiritual contemplation, trances and writing at great length on many
topics. In his trances he claimed to visit different worlds and even wrote
descriptions of other planets, their inhabitants and spiritual conditions. He
only returned to public life in 1891, publishing the pamphlet Brotherhood of
the New Life: Its Fact, Law, Method and Purpose as an answer to a number
of public criticisms and scandals - principally that he lived off the labour and
wealth of his followers, and overexcited suspicions that free love was
practised in the community. The pamphlet claimed that Harris had found
the solution to the world’s problems and that he was being reborn as a man
in his prime.63 This did not prove to be the case though, Harris resumed
travelling, first back to Britain, then to New York and Florida. He remained

on the east coast until his death in 1906.

5. Nagasawa and the Brotherhood

Nagasawa crossed the Atlantic to New York, still only fifteen years old. At
the Brocton community, he and the other Satsuma students engaged in the
Use. Within months, however, most of the Japanese followers had left to
attend American educational institutions or return to Japan. By June 1868,
Nagasawa was the only Satsuma man left in the Brocton community.
Existing studies of Nagasawa as an individual have asserted that he

retained the ‘heart of a samurai’ and never really engaged with, or properly
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understood Harris’s teachings.65 Elements of this view bear the hallmarks of
orientalism - a tendency to emphasize the exoticness and mystery of eastern
cultures with the intention of portraying them as static and unsuited to the
‘modern’ world - not to mention a certain condescension towards
Nagasawa’s intelligence. It also does not consider how Nagasawa may have
personally appreciated the spiritual meanings attributed to the Use.

It has further been assumed that because Harris himself considered his
teachings to have parallels in eastern religious cultures, it was exclusively
the points of similarity and correspondence with his Japanese background
which attracted Nagasawa to Harris’s movement and leadership. Even if the
hard labour of the Use in Brotherhood communities bore a further continuity
with the Spartan existence Nagasawa knew from his Samurai childhood and
Aberdeen schooling; in reality, Nagasawa’s adult life in the Brotherhood was
a dramatic divergence from the expectations of his caste of birth.
Nagasawa’s ancestral tradition would have abhorred his engaging in
business, agriculture, and even animal slaughter, not to mention an illegal
religion.66

Instead, Nagasawa adapted to British and then American ways very
quickly, and to a large extent neglected the Japanese side of his life. Until
the 1890s he rarely made any Japanese contacts besides other compatriots
engaged in the Use.”

While Nagasawa could not have avoided being conscious of his Japanese
origins, his relationship with Harris and belief in the Brotherhood require
contextualizing within a young life formed in both Japan and Britain, and
aware not only of Japanese spirituality and morals, but also Scottish
Protestantism.

To look deeper in to Nagasawa’s early Brotherhood involvement, this

section will study fragments of one of Nagasawa’s surviving diaries, from
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1871, written in good but still slightly broken English.” This, along with
personal correspondence and several third-party sources from the time offer
valuable evidence for this study. Many diary entries simply report mundane
daily events, for example, on 8 March 1871, Nagasawa wrote: “this afternoon
I spend my time in cleaning chicken house, etc. and spend very merrily”.69
On other days, he reported events such as the slaughter of a hog, visiting
the schoolhouse, and other tasks undertaken while waiting for Harris to
emerge from a trance to eat with them. Other entries were more spiritually
charged, and turbulent: the diary is full of stories about ‘Father’ being forced
to suffer for the sins of recalcitrant members, followers leaving in fits of
rage, or feeling slighted. There was even a suicide. The diary also contains
many clues relating to Nagasawa’s personal belief in Harris, Harris’s
ambitions for Nagasawa, and his wider thoughts about his current and
future roles in the Brotherhood.

From his first arrival at Brocton, Nagasawa was separated from the
other Satsuma students and allowed privileged access to Harris, including
accommodation in Harris’s mansion. Further honours were bestowed, the
greatest of these being his new names. The ‘fairies’ reportedly pronounced
him to be ‘Phoenix’ - a name with significant connotations in the
community’s beliefs, for, as Harris wrote at the time of his first revelations in
1857, Phoenix was the name of the “the most venerable and beloved of all
Fairies ... who preserves on earth the traditions of the ancient Golden Age.
He is called the ‘Great Phoenix,’ and also the ‘Wise Phoenix’. He renews his
youth at the beginning of every cycle, and so becomes young again”.70 In
giving this name to the young Nagasawa, Harris implied he was the re-
incarnation of this fairy, the hope and future of the Brotherhood and its
spiritual and celestial mission. Harris also gave Nagasawa the ‘earthly’ name

of Oliver Cromwell Harris.” By affixing his own name to that of an English
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revolutionary leader, Harris made clear again his faith in Nagasawa’s role in
earthly renewal and revolution, and seemed, even at this early stage, to be
marking Nagasawa out as his spiritual son and a mainstay of the
Brotherhood.

It is not hard to see Harris’s favouritism and other tactics meant to
isolate Nagasawa from ‘less spiritually gifted’ members of the community as
a form of grooming. Harris used similar tactics on other followers, most
notably the Oliphants. While many suspect the Oliphants received such
attention due to their wealth and resources, Nagasawa was important to
Harris for other reasons. In his quest to expand his movement to Japan,
Harris sought out the most intelligent, malleable and westernized Japanese
person he could, and showered him with praise and honours. Some indication
of Nagasawa’s beliefs and assumptions about Harris’s religious claims and
teachings are clear in a typically matter-of-fact diary entry from 19 February
1871: “We all took tea in Fathers’ table and he seemed extremely happy. We
heard Fays talk through Father. They said Father is younger than he ever
was before. In the Heavens, Angels grow younger and younger all the
time.”"

Nagasawa used his diary for a degree of self-examination and reflection;
“As I examined my heart deeply I discovered all my past act, thought and
aim were from selfhood”, he wrote on 1 January 1871; “but my earnest
aspiration is to use higher and deeper in the Lord with self abnegation
commencing with the New Year.”” On the following day, he reported a “most
interest and sweet talk about this Life” with a fellow community member,
further reflecting “I have received a great light and profited by i,
Nagasawa’s experience in the Brotherhood community was certainly not all

smooth, however, with numerous references to great spiritual torment, for

example, on 10 March: “It has been a hard day for me in the night I could
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not hold my state and cried great parts of the night with full of misery.”75
From much of the diary it is difficult to avoid the impression of
emotional blackmail being at work in how Nagasawa was frequently made
to feel his own personal actions had a direct bearing on his spiritual
condition. Time and again in the diary, Nagasawa reported spending
sleepless nights feeling guilty at some personal action that had supposedly
upset the spiritual life of the community. Harris’s heiress disciple and
secretary, Jane Lee Waring - known by her fairy name ‘Dovie’ - appears to
have played a significant role, intentionally or otherwise, in this blackmail
and wider efforts to shape Nagasawa’s obedience to menial tasks. On 21

January 1871, Nagasawa recorded:

Aunt Dovie told me that study hurt me and instead of Using I am
sinking down very fast [.] Books keeps my mind downward instead of
lifting it higher and higher to the Lord. I suffered and struggled terribly

that I could not sleep until very late.”

Four days later he wrote further:

This noon Aunt D came and talked to me how wonderful it is that my
Use is in kitchen. She herself used to think when she first came in The
Use, why does she not have a Use which will bring greater result. But
she misunderstood how it is by this process to annihilate utterly and

absolutely our natural selfhood and aims which we held dear to us.”

One of the outcomes of this conditioning is that Nagasawa seems to have
ceased to identify with his cultural roots. On 6 March, he described cutting

the hair of another Japanese member (not a Satsuma student), “and afterward
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he told me [about his] student’s life in Japan and their immorality. It was
really awful. I could sense it from here by my imagination.”78 Later the same
month, and again the following month, Nagasawa further utilized the term
and description ‘Japanese’ specifically excluding himself from inclusion in the
term. “Aunt D told him what Father said, how conceited Japanese are etc.”
reads one entry.79 Another read: “Father, Aunt D, and Uncle W [Laurence
Oliphant] talked a great deal about the Japanese who deserted The Use ... I
had one of the hardest nights this long time for ]apanese”.80

One night in February 1871, Nagasawa was informed by a widowed
senior member of the community, a Mrs. Requa that Harris “said this
evening he had a hard struggle last night with the Bhuddists [sic] who are
trying to destroy me”? As a consequence, Nagasawa “felt desponding and
ever so miserable all day”. This symbolism of nefarious Buddhists likely
represented how Harris was attempting to separate Nagasawa from his
former Japanese ways, though it may possibly have been a reference to the
persecution of Buddhism then taking place in Japan, notably by the Satsuma
Domain itself who destroyed over 1000 temples. If the latter meaning, Harris
may have been using both clan loyalties and Confucian roots to bind
Nagasawa further to the Brotherhood.

Nagasawa was once advised by Harris, through Jane Lee Waring, “that
I will suffer more in living with Japanese” but when a new member, Arai
Osui (FrH-#:2), arrived at Brocton in March 1871, Harris appears to have seen
enough spiritual promise in him to allow Nagasawa to associate with him.
Arail, had been on the losing side in the civil war, and subsequently
converted to Orthodox Christianity through the missionary work of the
Russian Nikolai Yaponski. It appears he was in some spiritual torment in
1871 and looking for succor, which he duly found with the Brotherhood.

Nagasawa was told that Harris “wishes that I should have a great sympathy
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with Arai and try to make him as happy as we can”.” Harris was correct to
see promise in Arai, he engaged in the Use for 28 years and shortly after
returning to Japan in 1899, he formed his own mini community in Tokyo
called ‘The House of Humility and Harmony’. There he taught a mixture of
Harris’ and his own teachings, including women’s emancipation, which some
have speculated was due to the Brotherhood’s belief in the female aspect of
the Christian God. He died in poverty in 1922.% Despite this investment in
Nagasawa and Arai, it is clear that Harris considered the majority of their
compatriots to lack the intellectual capacity to receive his teachings. As

Nagasawa wrote on 1 March:

Father said spiritually there are as much changes going on in Japan as
in Europe or America. The thoughts of people are fast changing in
every sphere. There are people in Japan who are ready to receive this
Truth but as yet their mental development has not yet completed [;]

these are simple and hardworking and humble people.84

In 1871, Nagasawa started taking Jane Waring’s place as secretary and
transcriber during Harris’s trances, some of which could last deep into the
night. On one occasion, he described how “Father was dictating and talking
very low. He seemed to be in a deep internal state”:85 while another time he
was shown into Harris’s room by Mrs Requa, “and I wrote dictation in
Wisdom of Angels”.86 Several entries in Nagasawa’s diary indicate he
sincerely believed Harris to be receiving communications from another
spiritual realm, that “Father is now dictating The Wisdom of Angels and it
is most wonderful thing”?’

Nagasawa 1s reported to have said later in life that his first impression

of Harris’s teaching was deep and prophetic, but he took some time to
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understand his ideas well.® In this he was not unique, Harris purposely kept
his ideas secret, vague and ever changing to add to the Brotherhood’s
mystique and his own aura. By 1871 there is some indication in his diaries
that Nagasawa gained particular pleasure from the religious exercises of the
community. “Mr. Foster came over ... and we had a very agreeable time in
singing Father’s new hymns”, Nagasawa noted in January; “Morning is
sweet and balmy with bright sunshine and there was such sweet music ...
heard in our heart repeating over and over in recognizing the sweet
Sabbath ... The sermon was wonderful”, he recorded in March.% Nagasawa
kept up the habit learned at his Aberdeen school for taking notes on Harris’s
preaching subject: “The chief topics are as follows”, he wrote after a sermon

on 26 March:

... the falsity of so called Christian religion in regards to the future life
of unsophisticated babes and children. [Harris’s] great sympathy and
love for sinners and ruffians to whom right influences were given will
be brought holy and fine men. The great fallacy of conversion by
baptism by sprinkling of water. He says it is same to him whether man
believes in God or not or views things entirely opposite to him [as he]
1s his true brother if he lives out of self and laboring for the good of

90
others.

On this evidence, Harris would appear to have preached in a style seeking
to ensure that his followers knew the precise theological differences lying
between their leader and other rival interpretations of Christianity. Harris’s
emphasis on living “lives out of self and laboring for the good of others” was
the central underpinning of not only ‘the Use’, but was an extension of the

Swedenborgian principle of salvation through good actions.
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From his Scottish education, Nagasawa may be understood to have
received an extensive exposure to the Bible and to Christian theology -
something few of the other Japanese Brotherhood members, perhaps with
the exception of Arai, would have had. This may well give the best clue as
to why Nagasawa stayed while other Japanese men departed, as he was able
to understand the Christian theological base from which Harris was
consciously building. Nagasawa’s diary demonstrates his scriptural
familiarity, recognizing, in another sermon description, when “Father read
that part, Christ holding an infant, saying verily I say unto you, except ye be
converted, become as little children ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven. The ... oratory was marvelously grand”.gI Within this particular
teaching, there would appear an implicit playing down of individual
intellectual engagement with belief, as children tend to represent simplicity
of mind. Nagasawa’s natural intelligence was very obviously identified as
something to be controlled and handled within the community, so that he
would not endeavour to work out his own theology, independent of Harris.

Waring pointedly once told Nagasawa:

... that Father’s brain is as if were filled with eggs of new Truth which
by degrees will hatch and come into ultimate word. So it is really
important thing that I should keep my brain quiet not to be filled with
ideas of scorpions and snakes but keep it entirely free from these things
so that Lord will fill it with things which we deserve and which are

good in His sight but not to ask what or Why.92

Only one other member of the Satsuma group enjoyed a relationship to
Harris similar to that of Nagasawa: Mori Arinori (#F£%L). Mori resided at

Brocton for a matter of months, before learning of the victory of the
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Satsuma Domain and its allies in the civil war in 1868, at which point he was
among those who returned to Japan. He quickly gained influence in the new
administration, joining the faction keen to introduce educational and liberal
political reforms, strengthen national unity and improve international
relations.

In 1871, he returned to the United States as the first Japanese diplomat
in residence. In the same year, he recorded his thoughts on Christianity (still
illegal outside the foreign concessions in Japan) in his Life and Resources in
America.” In this work, Mori notably made no mention of Harris, but
declared the belief that the Bible was an admirable book, and there was
good in the message of Christianity. Mori nevertheless echoed Harris’s
teaching somewhat by articulating the wish that more people who called
themselves Christians would live up to the Bible’s message. Only then, Mori
wrote, could Christians profess the superiority of their religion over that of
others.

However, in private correspondence with Nagasawa, Mori professed a
greater sympathy for Harris’s teaching and even contempt for those
“deserted Japs” who did not comprehend his teachings. This suggests that
Mori remained a Harris follower at this time, albeit one who, at least in
public, had put his country and clan before his religious beliefs.”

And it was over this point that Nagasawa and Mori had a major falling
out in October 1871, when Mori suggested that it was time for Nagasawa to
return to Japan, seeming to suggest that he was in effect negating his duty.
Nagasawa retorted that Harris had told him that to return to Japan would
be to do the devil’s bidding, and refused; yet another example perhaps of
Harris’ grooming techniques and deep influence on Nagasawa’s soul”

Significantly, Mori would go on to become not only ambassador to Qing

China, but also a ground breaking Minister of Education in Japan. Mori’s
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biographer, Alistair Swale, has suggested that the educational reforms he
instigated - with an emphasis on moral development through physical
training (which continues to this day in the Japanese education system) - were
heavily influenced by Mori’s participation in the Use.” Furthermore, Mori
was partly responsible for the legalizing of Christianity in Japan in 1873 in
addition to incipient democratic movements and, like Arai, promoted the
place of women in society. Ironically, given Harris’ belief in the goddess
Amaterasu as the divine female, Mori was assassinated in 1889 by a fanatic

who believed that he had insulted her chief shrine at Ise.”

6. Nagasawa at Fountaingrove

In both its New York and California communities the Brotherhood developed
vineyards and huge wineries. The wines were aggressively marketed with
semi-religious claims - suggestions that their consumer might obtain
superior levels of spirituality. According to Harris’ teachings, drinking
Brotherhood-produced wine infused the drinker with a divine aura and
enabled their breathing of the creative breath of God. Harris also claimed
that Brotherhood wines did not intoxicate or harm drinkers.”

From early in his Brotherhood career, Nagasawa was apprenticed as a
vintner and would in due course become the central figure in this wine
production. At Brocton, Nagasawa worked under a Dr. John W. Hyde who
had joined the Use, bringing prior knowledge of viticulture to community
life. Nagasawa’s 1871 diary reveals the development of his understanding of
the place of wine in the Brotherhood’s mission, as it was reported to him
“that our wine contains a quality which no other wine has. If it were drink
by any one it will bring a person who drank into a great visitation and so it
will gradually separate good from evil.” He further understood that the wine

would “work both internally and externally for the Salvation of Mankind,” as
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“the money which were made by wine will be used in publication” -
meaning Harris’s books and other works promoting the Brotherhood.” Here,
Nagasawa’s language is full of Harris-like symbolism, contrasting good and
evil, the internal and external. It seems that even by 1871, Nagasawa was
beginning to see wine as his future vocation and practical spiritual
contribution to the Brotherhood.

Nagasawa, now aged 23, moved with Harris to California in 1875, and
played a prominent role in the establishment of the new Brotherhood
community in Santa Rosa. As Harris secluded himself away in his mansion,
the everyday running of the continually expanding and diversifying estate
was increasingly left in the hands of Nagasawa, who concentrated his Use
more and more on growing grapes and, eventually, producing wines. By the
1890s, he had become an internationally respected wine expert, with
Brotherhood wines sold under the label ‘Fountain Grove’ through a
commercial outlet in New York City, and exported to Europe and Japan.
When Harris left Santa Rosa in 1892, Nagasawa was left in sole charge of the
everyday running of Fountaingrove, by which time, A.A. Cuthbert, a senior
Brotherhood member, reported, he was “looked up to and respected, in the
highest possible degree, by all the brothers and sisters yet resident there”.”
The Use continued to plough its earthly productions and profits into Harris’s
mission and as far as we know, Nagasawa was still taking no payment for
his services, because when his colleague Arai, returned to Japan in 1897, he
is recorded as leaving with nothing but the clothes on his back."”

In 1900, aged 77, Harris decided to relinquish control of his worldly
possessions to the few remaining members of the Brotherhood.
Fountaingrove was sold for $40,000 - a fraction of its worth - to five

members: Nagasawa, Eusardia Nicholas and Margaret Parting in Santa Rosa,

and Robert and Mary Hart in New York.'” In 1904, feeling that his time was
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near, Harris summoned Nagasawa to Florida and gave written instructions
that upon his death, Waring - now Harris’s wife - should be put in charge of
the final Brotherhood funds, and on her death, they should pass to
Nagasawa. Three years after Harris’s death in 1906, Waring and the Harts
moved to California. This was not a happy reunion however, and in 1916
these three left again, declaring that they wanted no further part of
Fountaingrove. Robert Hart signed a legal document to this effect in 1919. In
exchange, Nagasawa relinquished all claims to the remaining Brotherhood
trust fund of over $100,000. Hart was euphoric at the deal, believing he had
outwitted Nagasavva.103 Eusardia Nicholas had died in 1903, and Margaret
Parting in 1911, meaning that Nagasawa was left as the sole owner of the
Fountaingrove estates.

Despite Harris’s death, the Brotherhood continued, with books of his life
and teachings being published, and Arai’s community quietly continuing in
Tokyo. It has been assumed that Nagasawa did not engage in Brotherhood
activities after Harris’s demise, but again there are reasons to doubt this as
he was clearly recognized as leader in Harris’s stead by other Brotherhood
members. Furthermore, correspondence between Nagasawa and his close
friend and long-time Brotherhood member, the poet Edwin Markham, often
mentioned Brotherhood business. For example, in a letter of 14 March 1921,
Nagasawa lamented that he was the only member of the Brotherhood left at
Fountaingrove and “at times I had become almost in despair in continuing to
carry on the duty assigned for me by our Beloved Father.”'™ In his reply,
Markham was, “especially happy to learn of your continued interest in the
B.N.L. work I have been engaged upon for many years”; and indicated he
would consult with Nagasawa on a new book intended to set out the
“Philosophy of the New Life”.'” Later in the year, Markham wrote, again

praising Nagasawa for carrying on the Brotherhood’s work at Fountaingrove,
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“You wish to carry on the great work of the New Life, and this should be
the ambition of all of us who are interested in the New Philosophy.”106

In 1924, the journalist Washizu Bunzo’s (E#:RJEE) biographical piece on
Nagasawa, in ‘The Japanese American News’ of 10 July, also used extensive
current personal interview testinrlony.m7 Although Washizu wrote that he
would not dwell overly on Nagasawa’s religious side, he reported a simplified
first hand description of Nagasawa’s explanation of Harris’ teachings of
celestial love and communing with dead spirits. Nagasawa was quoted as
saying, “Harris taught me that my body is a palace for the Lord, and I
believe this.”'® Furthermore, Nagasawa emphasized his belief in spiritual
purity and personal cleanliness explaining, “I don’t go to church. I do not
believe that church is a pure place. I strive for personal spiritual purity and
temperance rather than listening to the theories of others”.” This evidence
gives further weight to the belief that Nagasawa did indeed comprehend
and engage deeply with Harris’ teachings throughout his life, particularly in
this case, in regards to the corruption of current Christian practice, and the
ability to communicate with the celestial sphere on a personal level through
internal respiration (although Washizu does not use those exact words, as the
interview was in Japanese, it is likely he simplified Harris’ terminology for his non-
specialist Japanese/Japanese American audience). In fact, it may even indicate
that after Harris’s death, Nagasawa had come to his own quiet, personal
understanding of The New Life. Washizu did suggest, however, that perhaps
as much as belief in Harris’ teachings, Nagasawa found a sense of belonging,
humanity, and love with the Brotherhood."” Finally, it 1s telling that, even
after Harris died, Nagasawa followed Harris’s teachings of celibacy by never
marrying, despite his family in Japan repeatedly urging him to, and even
producing suitable candidates.

It is clear that Nagasawa regarded himself, and was regarded by others,
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as the lynchpin of what was left of the Brotherhood movement in the early
twentieth century, despite its lost missionary momentum and direction in
anything other than the commercial interests of the Use. He spent his final
years as a rich and well-respected businessman; surviving photographs of
the period show a smart and slightly portly gentleman seemingly at ease
with himself and life. This success aroused the jealousy of Robert Hart, who
had been so satisfied with the 1919 deal. He had assumed that with
prohibition looming, a wine business had no future. " In the early 1930s, in a
decidedly un-brotherly act, he took legal action, asserting that the previous
agreement had been secured by duress and he still in fact had an interest in
Fountaingrove. The court threw the case out in damning terms, confirming

Nagasawa’s full title to the land and business.' Nagasawa died a year later

in 1934.

7. Conclusion

Nagasawa’s membership of the Brotherhood was undoubtedly serious and
deep - far deeper than existing studies seem to credit. And it is was very
likely influenced not just by the oriental bent to Harris’s teachings, but more
the series of steps Nagasawa took during a formative period of his life -
leaving Japan, schooling in Scotland, and being spiritually molded under
Harris’s tutelage in New York State. Nagasawa engaged in the Use and
followed Harris’s teachings towards the realization of a millennial ‘New Life’,
through obedience, order and discipline - principles with precedents in his
Japanese background, but also in his Scottish schooling. Ultimately,
Nagasawa practiced sexual abstinence and hard communal labor in his own
personal quest for spiritual peace and earthly renewal. He also engaged in
personal spiritual reflection and found his own path even after ‘Father’ had

died, leaving the Brotherhood, to which Nagasawa had dedicated his life,
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listless and moribund.

Nagasawa 1s not forgotten in California, where a portion of Fountaingrove
-renamed Paradise Ridge Winery - remains planted with grapes and the
rest comprises up-market housing along Thomas Lake Harris Drive, perched
above Nagasawa Park. The vineyard maintains a small exhibition on his life
and wines are named in his memory. President Reagan even mentioned his
vinicultural achievements in an address to the Japanese Diet in 1983, stating
that both Japan and the USA owe much “to this Japanese warrior-turned-
businessman.”' "

Neither is he forgotten in Japan, where he is remembered as one of the
Satsuma students in memorials and museums dedicated to them in his
birthplace, now Kagoshima Prefecture, and as this article is being written
there are plans to erect a personal memorial on the site of his family home.

He was also the subject of a recent two part NHK television series dedicated

to his wine-making activities.
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